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Oliveira: Merger bills need
‘super majority’ votes

UTBcollegian.com

State rep hopes for early hearing on new Valley university plan
By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian

Identical bills filed in the Texas
House and Senate seeking the
creation of a new University of Texas
school in the Rio Grande Valley
will need a “super majority” of both

in Cameron and Hidalgo counties,
an academic center in Starr County
and a medical school, the location
of which would be determined by
a committee established by the
regents.
“Today’s filing is the first
important step towards creating

bodies to pass, a Valley lawmaker
says.
House Bill 1000 and Senate Bill
24, which were filed Feb. 4, would
authorize the UT System board of
regents to abolish UT-Brownsville
and UT-Pan American and create a
university with academic campuses

Screen shot /www.house.state.tx.us
the Valley’s own Tier 1 research
university and the only UT System
emerging research university with
a medical school integrated into its

Texas House,
Senate and University of Texas
officials shake
hands Feb. 4
after announcing
the filing of Senate Bill 24 and
House Bill 1000
in Austin.

campus,” said State Sen. Eddie
Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville). “With
the support of the UT System and

See BILL, Page 5

Clearing An offer of land
City commission OKs donation
the air of 76.93 acres to UT System

City officials spell out
rules on new
smoking ordinance
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

On Feb. 2, the City of
Brownsville’s new smoking
ordinance prohibiting smoking
in all public places within the
city took effect, leaving some
residents fuming.
Roberto Garcia, a supervisor
for the foods division of the
city’s Health Department, said
the ordinance applies to any
educational facility in the city
and all businesses within the city
limits.

Brownsville City Commissioner At Large “B” Rose
Gowen (from left), District 1 Commissioner Ricardo
Longoria Jr. and District 4 Commissioner John L.
Villarreal consider Mayor Tony Martinez’s proposal
to donate land to the University of Texas System.

.

UTB’s EDBC

Rick Saldivar/Collegian

.

21.5 acres

.

Lincoln Park

Source: City of Brownsville website

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
The City of Brownsville’s new
smoking ordinance does not
prohibit electronic cigarettes. The
ordinance, which took effect Feb.
2, prohibits smoking in all public
places within the city.

In regard to smoking in
outdoor areas, the ordinance
states that the area must be 20

See SMOKING, Page 11

By Kaila Contreras
The Collegian

The
Brownsville
City
Commission has voted to
donate 76.93 acres of land to the
University of Texas System
for construction of a new campus
for the University of Texas at
Brownsville.
The two parcels—55.43 acres

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
and 21.5 acres—are located close
to UTB/TSC near Expressway
77/83.
Mayor Tony Martinez said the
21.5-acre property is located on
the right corner of University
Boulevard and is managed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
“It’s a perfect corner,”
Martinez told The Collegian

after last Tuesday’s meeting.
“It’s right before you get to the
bridge and it’s on University
Boulevard.”
The other property is located
east of Expressway 77/83 on
East
University
Boulevard
behind the Brownsville Public
Utilities Board Water Treatment
Plant.

“[UT System is] looking for
approximately 300 acres and
they’ve got 100 and some odd
and this would make it another
200 and some odd, and I think
some of the property that they’re
interested with TSC would
get them to their 300 acres,”
Martinez said.

See LAND, Page 11
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All about
science

Modern Languages
Associate
Professor Suzanne
LaLonde makes
a presentation on
the Study Abroad
program to students
in UTB/TSC’s
Mathematics and
Science Academy
during a weekly
meeting held last
Wednesday for
the group in the
Education and
Business Complex.
The academy is a
program in which
high school juniors
and seniors can get
ahead by starting
their freshman and
sophomore years in
college.

Campus to host fair for
hundreds of middle,
high school students
By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian

Hundreds of middle and high school
students from throughout the Rio
Grande Valley will take part in the 53rd
annual RGV Regional Science Fair
Friday and Saturday at the Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center and
the International, Technology and
Commerce Center.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Dorms sought for Math and Science Academy

Proposal would expand program to serve 300 students
By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian

Collegian File Photo

Richard Kim, of the South Texas
Independent School District’s Science
Academy, accepts the Senior Division
Grand Championship trophy from Peter
Lounsbery of Border Technology, a bronze
sponsor for last year’s Rio Grande Valley
Regional Science and Engineering Fair.
Kim received the trophy for his senior
division project titled “Computer Science
Algorithmic Prediction of Particle Size
Distribution after Milling.” Hundreds of
students are expected at this year’s fair,
which is scheduled Friday and Saturday on
the UTB/TSC campus.

Javier Garcia, program director of
UTB/TSC’s South Texas Engineering,
Mathematics and Science program, said
the competition will include 500 of the
best projects in the Valley.
The fair will consist of 17 categories
in the middle and high school divisions.
The middle school division will be held
at the ITECC and high school at the
REK Center.
The top three high school winners
will advance to the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair 2013,
scheduled May 12-17 in Phoenix,
according to a news release from
the university’s Office of News and
Information.
UTB/TSC students can volunteer for
the event by filling out an online form
found on UTB/TSC’s website by Feb.
14, said Liza Dimas, special projects
coordinator in the Office of the Provost
and the Division of Academic Affairs.
The online form will let students
choose the time, day and place they
can volunteer. Students can choose to
volunteer at the REK Center or ITEC
Center from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. or from
4 to 8 p.m. Friday. On Saturday, they
may volunteer from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
1-6 p.m. or 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Dimas said about 70 volunteers
are needed. They can choose from
volunteering with registration, tally
rooms, hospitality rooms, score rooms
or award ceremonies.
For more information, call Dimas at
882-6588.

The Math and Science Academy, an
accelerated program in which high school
juniors and seniors can start their freshman
and sophomore years in college, plans to
expand its services for students across the
state by offering a place to live on campus.
MSA Principal Stephen Rosales said
although the idea is not funded yet, it has
been approved at the campus level. “We’re
looking for the [Texas] Legislature to do some
appropriations,” Rosales said. “It’s coming
down the way.”
The legislative request will be filed by
UTB/TSC and the University of Texas-Pan
American after the merger of the universities,
Rosales said. The new dorms would allow the
program to expand to 300 students.
“The idea is to try to expand the program
so that it is similar to another program at
the University of North Texas called [the
Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science]
TAMS, and they have their own residence
halls,” he said.
Ninety students are enrolled in the UTB/
TSC academy, of which 44 are second-year

Police Reports

students and 46 first-year students, Rosales
said. The dorms will be specifically for the
MSA students because they are all minors.
If special-item funding is approved, Rosales
said the dorms would be built in the next
three or four years and would accommodate
300 students.
With the new dorms, the MSA would be
open to anyone in Texas who would not
be able to commute from their homes to
Brownsville.
UTB/TSC Residential Life Director
Douglas Stoves said he would encourage
MSA students to live in the new dorms.
“This will be an opportunity to immerse
themselves in their studies and develop
friendships, social skills and life skills,” Stoves
said. “You’re living with people that have the
same goals as you. You’re living with people
you go to class with. There are really good
opportunities for peer-to-peer learning.”
He said the ultimate goal of the MSA
students is to graduate from their high school.
“Any residence hall is going to be focused
on that goal and helping the students achieve
graduation,” Stoves said.
Because of the age difference, Stoves said
MSA residents would adhere to different

rules than college students who live in
campus housing.
“Our rules at Casa Bella are under the
assumption that you’re an adult,” he said.
“Basically, you would be in the MSA type of
facility and [housing staff] would be acting
in loco parentis, which means in place of the
parent.”
Any rule will be focused on helping the
students reach their goal of graduation,
Stoves said.
“We know that students that live on
campus generally do better than students
who do not,” he said.
Carlos Luna, a second-year MSA student
who plans to attend the University of Texas at
Austin next fall, favors the idea of dorms for
the academy’s students.
“For the future generations that would
be awesome,” Luna said. “It creates a better
study environment. A lot of times it’s hard to
find a place to study here on campus.”
Because he lives in Harlingen, Luna said
the drive home is difficult and causes him to
arrive home and study late at night.
“I have friends that are from Mission and
had to drive all the way and his parents had
to buy him a condo,” Luna said.

The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Jan. 22 and 27.

Tuesday, Jan. 22
1:15 p.m.: A man was issued a criminal
trespass warning after a staff member
reported that he was harassing students
and asking them for money inside the
lobby of Tandy Hall. The man was later
escorted off campus.
3:29 p.m.: A staff member reported
two laptop computers missing from
the Biology Department. The estimated
value of each laptop is $1,000.
3:51 p.m.: A staff member reported
that a projector was missing from the
Biology Department. The staff member
stated that the projector was used
in a biology room at noon on Jan. 16
and later that day she noticed it was
missing. The projector was not secured
in its place in the room but the room
was secured.
7:36 p.m.: A man was arrested on a
charge of criminal trespass after he
was caught trying to conceal himself
inside the office of the vice president
in Gorgas Hall. The man stated he
hid inside the unoccupied office and
was planning to sleep there for the
night and use the restroom because
he was homeless. He stated he had no
intentions of burglarizing the building
and had entered through a front door

that was unlocked. The man was later
transported to the Carrizales-Rucker
Detention Center.
Wednesday, Jan. 23
3:20 p.m.: An employee of the
Brownsville Public Utilities Board
reported finding a golf cart in the
bottom of a ditch in water and mud
by the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center.
The golf cart did not belong to the
university.
5:30 p.m.: A Campus Police officer
served a Cameron County arrest
warrant on a student. The student was
arrested after he exited his class in
Cardenas Hall North.
Thursday, Jan. 24
12:12 p.m.: A child was reportedly left
unattended in a Jeep Commander with
its four windows rolled down in a private
parking lot on 18th Street and Ridgely
Road. The parking lot custodian said the
mother of the child put him in charge of her
child because she had to go inside Tandy
Hall. The 1-year-old child was crying in
the back seat of the Jeep. The Brownsville
Police Department was called to the area as
the parking lot is its jurisdiction.

Saturday, Jan. 26
10:14 p.m.: Two students were
cited for consumption of alcohol by
a minor after a Campus Police officer
noticed a Chevrolet Aveo parked in an
empty parking lot on Jackson Street
near Lot Q. The teenage boy and girl,
later identified as UTB/TSC students,
were seen trying to reach the back
seat of the car and were found in
possession of alcoholic beverages. One
of the students stated that they were
consuming the alcohol that was given
to them by a friend in Casa Bella. He
did not provide the name or apartment
number of the friend. A copy of the
report was forwarded to the Dean of
Students Office.
Sunday, Jan. 27
12:52 p.m.: Campus Police was called
to the Education and Business Complex
where there was a small grass fire
in front of the building. The fire was
extinguished and later, Brownsville
firefighters arrived to the area to ensure
the fire was out.
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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It’s that time
of the year
Volunteers from across
the county team up for
tax return assistance
By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian

The UTB/TSC Office of Financial
Assistance, the Brownsville Independent
School District and United Way of Southern
Cameron County are sponsoring the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program
for those who need assistance with filing
their tax returns.
Rose Gomez, the site coordinator at the
International Technology, Education and
Commerce Center, said VITA is an assistance
program that the Internal Revenue Service
has set up all over the United States.
There are eight sites in Cameron County:
ITECC, Pace High School, Porter High
School, Lopez High School, the Brownsville
Public Utilities Board, the Community
Development Corp. of Brownsville, the Ethel
Whipple Memorial Library in Los Fresnos
and the Harlingen Outreach Center.
Gomez said VITA processed more than
2,000 tax returns in Cameron County and

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Letty Buitron (left), a coordinator for MyFreeTaxes.com, and junior business major Joel Barrientos help sophomore business major Olga Solis
(center) learn how to file her tax return Feb. 4 in Tandy Hall. The UTB/TSC Office of Financial Assistance, Brownsville Independent School District
and United Way of Southern Cameron County are sponsoring the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program, a free service for those who qualify.
brought in $2 million in earned income
credit last year.

Stacy G. Found/Collegian
SGA President Arturo Guerra (left) administers the oath of office to junior government major Juan
Rodriguez, who was appointed senator for the College of Liberal Arts last Tuesday.

Combined effort
SGA will work with Spanish Club to sponsor speech contest
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association
has voted to support a public-speaking
contest with funds for medals and
refreshments.

During its meeting last Tuesday, the
senate approved Resolution 19, which
allocates $250 to buy refreshments,
medals and promotional material for
the Spanish Club’s event, “Sentimiento
Juarista,” which pays homage to Benito

See SGA, Page 8

“That money stays in the [Rio Grande]
Valley and $2 million to our community is
a great advantage for all of us,” Gomez said.
The volunteers are people from the
community who are certified and have
processed tax returns before, Gomez said.
The free service is available to taxpayers
who have an income of under $51,000, have
disabilities, are non-English speaking or
elderly.
Qualified individuals must bring the
following items: a copy of last year’s tax

return, a valid photo identification card, a
Social Security card for taxpayer, spouse and
dependents, all W-2 forms, information for
other income, deductions and bank routing
and account numbers.
The process takes about one hour.
VITA takes walk-ins but appointments
are recommended. Taxpayers will receive
their refund in 21 days. The ITECC site had
completed 291 tax returns as of Feb. 6.
Volunteers will be available from 9 a.m.

See TAX, Page 8
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Driving compassion

By Joe Molina
Collegian Editor
Many times, when I find myself
eyeing the occasional vehicle
breakdown on the freeway or
the side of the road, I can’t help
but wonder if those patrons of
self-pity standing next to their
exhausted, overhauled vehicle
ever get the help they need. A little
critter starts burrowing into my
conscience, tugging at my wheel,
urging me to go back and offer
help.
“Can’t you see they are lost
without you--helpless?!” it tells
me.
Of course, nine times out of
10, that isn’t the case and after a
while, either because I come to my
senses or because I simply forget,
the helpless motorist becomes
nothing more than tangled
handfuls of scenarios, all starring
me as the timely hero.
Other than dwelling on the
origins of my narcissism, I come
across the same question over and
over again: Why do I get so rattled
at the sight of others in distress?
Why do I immediately want to
shift my entire day’s trajectory to

offer aid to a perfect stranger?
The answer is simple. I’m
human and I feel compassion,
either because I have been in
the broke-down lane a few times
(and not just literally, too) and
someone, some stranger even, has
come to my call of distress, to star
in my drama as the hero.
I was a toddler when I first
experienced
overwhelming
compassion.
The source: 1977’s “Raggedy
Ann & Andy: A Musical
Adventure.”
The cause: the sight of
Camel pressed up against the
windowpane, on the outside
looking in, seeing his newfound
friends, Ann and Andy, rejoicing
with the other toys, momentarily
overlooking the fact they forgot
Camel out in the bushes.
The connection: Although it
is unclear why that scene meant
so much to me that it triggered
my first set of selfless tears to
roll down my toddler cheeks,
the relation, I surmise, is I can’t
escape my innate human nature
because I was born that way--we
all were, I hope.
Whether
compassion
is
subconsciously summoned in me
after receiving helpless others’
praise and gratitude or genuinely
dwells within from birth, I don’t
see it as a fault.
As our race advances (and
subsequently becomes less and
less aware of its surroundings
and others alike), it’s refreshing
and rewarding to take a step back,
glance over your shoulder or take a
minute and stop to help someone
out. It’s only natural, really.

A diamond that
didn’t last forever
Beautiful spring comes to
UTB/TSC, beautiful spring,
nothing, absolutely nothing
to do with the coming split
divorce, edgy present.
We all have our issues,
thoughts
on
what
the
institutions will be in a year, a
decade.
But here’s a minor point, for
me sad, baseball--no more for
UTB/TSC.
I started with UTB/TSC
baseball in spring 1989, now,

no more.
I miss it, with the trees and
lawns greening, no baseball,
its slow, slow pace, relaxed
watching.
To those who played and
coached
from
1989
on,
thanks (even if ping-ping
aluminum bats were used!).
Eugene “Gene”
Novogrodsky
Brownsville resident

Hey, PUB, it’s called
green energy—use it
An engineer friend asked
me when I was going to write
a skeptical piece about the
Brownsville Public Utility’s
proposed new gas-fired electric
plant.
I told him I was close to
starting such, and here it is!
But first a disclaimer: I use
electricity, perhaps too much,
and I could cut my consumption
by 15 to 20 percent. I should,
and maybe my words will nudge
me there.
Growth, ever growth. No
talk of a sustainable economic

system for Deep South Texas, let
alone the United States, and very
little talk locally and nationally
for conservation.
A little talk of renewable
energy, too little.
So given the growth mantra
why should the PUB be expected
to think differently?
Why should the PUB move
to acres of wind-generators or
acres of solar panels?
Why should the PUB be
expected to develop a killer-rate
increase that would virtually fine
excessive electricity users who

What are your plans for
Valentine’s Day?

i Think

“We are going to spend [Valentine’s Day]
together. It is going to be our first official
Valentine’s Day together, so we want to
make it special.”
Cinthia Baleon
Kinesiology freshman

“Yeah, just going to spend time
with her, mostly.”
Victor Gaytan
Criminal justice freshman

“[I’m] probably just going to take
my friend out, do something
nice for her. Take her out
to dinner, maybe a movie.
During school, bring her
flowers, something nice like
that. That’s what I’m going
to do for Valentine’s Day.”
Erik Cruz
Emergency medical
science freshman

“Spending it with my
boyfriend, going to the
movies, also spending
time with my friends.”
Alejandra Piña
Psychology
sophomore

--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Stacy G. Found

letters to
the editor
exceeded basic electric needs?
Into the century’s third
decade, soon, the PUB will
march, using gas that heats the
planet when burned, and harms
water and land when extracted.
Just like the Space X
cheerleading, now we will have,
and have heard, the same for the
super new power plant.
One might even support
the plant if its construction
and use were coupled with:
--a serious wind program;
--an
equally
serious
solar
program;
--a
very
tough
set
of
conservation
regulations--for
existing business and residential

Love
Think
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>>Policy: Letters to the editor must include the name, classification and phone number of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those of writers
and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/
TSC administrators. The editor reserves the right to edit the letters.
Send your letters to collegian@utb.edu.
structures, and all new buildings;
--that
killer-rate
system
for excessive electrical use;
--a massive tree-planting--for
shade--program.
Meanwhile, look for homes
and businesses to keep the AC at
70 in the summer and the heat at
80 in the winter.
The PUB has an obligation
to lead and educate, and not
to blindly tout growth--and to
advocate an ethical energy (yes,
we are part of the planet!).
In answer to earlier questions,
there is no reason--other than
short-term gain--for the PUB to
join in the dig-drill-burn-usemore of too much of the world’s

shortsighted leaders.
Be different! Be creative!
Citizens with even the slightest
concern
for
conservation
would do well to read:
--“The Limits to Growth”
by Donella H. Meadows
and three other authors.
--“How Much Is Enough: The
Case for the Good Life” by
Robert and Edward Skidelsky.
And now I’ll await the “Get
real. Grow! Live today! Enjoy life
now!” replies.
Eugene “Gene”
Novogrodsky
Brownsville resident
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Longview display features multiple generations
By Glenn Evans

Longview News-Journal

Three ministers and a baseball
player who took a seat for freedom are
among black public servants honored
this month in an exhibit at the Gregg
County Historical Museum.
Details are lost of the day the
Revs. S.Y. Nixon, N.W. Bigham, R.B.
Bradley and former National Negro
League shortstop Lewis Benjamin
“Swifty” Davis Jr. sat at the lunch
counter at Woolworth’s in downtown
Longview.
The practice, designed to highlight
the indecency of “whites only” policies
in the public square, was effective and
popular during the civil rights era of
the early 1960s. The Woolworth sit-in
on Feb. 1, 1960, in Greensboro, N.C.,
is the most historically noted.
Evidently, Longview had a taste of
the historical protest, too.
Vince Williams, a Marshall Police
Department sergeant whose portrait
is among the four leaders and some 15
other black public servants featured
in the exhibit, said the sit-in occurred
as Longview ignored public school
integration.
“They wouldn’t recognize the black
kids,” Williams said of Woolworth’s,
which was around Fredonia and Tyler
streets. “The black kids couldn’t go
into Woolworth’s and shop. They
wouldn’t serve the blacks, so those
gentlemen kind of staged a protest.”
Williams, who also volunteers as
a security chief for the downtown
museum, said details of the local piece
of American history are few. Those

Michael Cavazos/ Longview News-Journal
Executive Director Bill Hansen prepares the Gregg County Historical Museum for its black history exhibit on Jan. 25.

include whether the men stayed in the
store a minute or a day, or whether
arrests were made.
Pat George Mitchell, whose father,
John George, ran The Brass Rail
billiard hall a few blocks north
of Woolworth’s, also had a misty
memory of the local event.
“I think there was a protest at
Woolworth’s about the same time
there was one at Skillern’s in
downtown,” she said, including the
drug store that was on High Street
adjacent to today’s Tatum Music Co.
“We had heard they were going to
have a sit-down in Skillern’s.”
The exhibit in the Fredonia Street
museum describes a local continuum

from the four protesters to today.
Longview Councilwoman Kasha
Williams, mayor pro tem of her native
city, is on the wall next to Walter
Derrick, the first black mayor of
Gladewater, coach at Gladewater High
School and a member of the city’s
economic development association.
In-between are an array of public
servants, including Longview Fire
Department members or alumni
Byron Mills, Edgar Norris, Richard
Finch, Gerome Holmes, Howard
Moore and Elex Bradley.
Easton police and fire Chief Thomas
Scott Jr. is there, as is New London
Police Chief Paul Thompson.
Monnie “Buddy” Bryant Jr. and

Leonard Cantley, hired as Kilgore’s
first black police officers in 1955, are
lauded for coverage of the Cedar Top,
New Town, Tin Cup, Pentecost and
Bates Street areas.
Hired in 1976, Longview native
James W. McLemore was the first
black highway patrol officer for East
Texas, according to his biography.
Earnest Earl Bush, Carl Loyd and
Darcy Burton joined the Longview
Police Department after Floyd Brown
broke the race barrier to become an
officer. His and Gregg County Sheriff’s
Wilton Fair’s yellowing, black-andwhite photos indicate the passage of
time since those men entered public
service.

BILL

either at the end of this month or the very
beginning of the next month, and then it goes
to the House floor and then over to the Senate.”
Oliveira said if the Senate passes its version
first, “it comes to us, and then we’ll go from
there.”
“Our goal is to pass it in the next 60 days
and, of course, you know with the Legislature,
with the short fuse that we have, it’s hard to
say when that will happen,” he said. “The bill
is being referred to [the House Committee on
Higher Education], and the chairman [Rep.
Dan Branch] is committed to this being his
first bill. It’s that important, and he’s also a coauthor with me.”
The House and Senate bills are identical,
Oliveira said.
“Of course, they could be amended or
changed along the way,” he said. “Things that we
haven’t foreseen might require amendment or

Continued from Page 1
access to Permanent University Fund dollars,
this new university will include state of the
art facilities and have the ability to attract topnotch faculty.”
Lucio said if the legislation is passed the
Rio Grande Valley will be on its way toward
becoming a global center for multinational
education, medicine and industry.”
In an interview with The Collegian
last Thursday, state Rep. Rene Oliveira
(D-Brownsville) said passage of the bills will
require a two-thirds vote.
“The biggest problem is still us getting a twothirds vote,” Oliveira said. “We need a super
majority of the House members and Senate
members to pass.”
Asked about the status of HB 1000, he
replied: “We hope to have an early hearing,

See BILL, Page 11
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Graduate student
pursues tattoos as
a field of interest

Educational specialist
and graduate student
Daniel Aguilar got
his first tattoo a
year ago. He is now
researching tattoos as
a field of interest while
pursues a doctorate in
educational technology.
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By Kaila Contreras
The Collegian

On Daniel Aguilar’s left
forearm, La Catrina prepares
to bite into pan dulce. A few
inches above the elegant Day
of the Dead symbol, a severed
doll-like head pierced by an
arrow rests on his tricep and a
skull enveloped by a rose rests
just beneath his shoulder.
“I wanted elements of life
with death creeping in to
symbolize that we live in our
current and present life now,
but death is always around the
corner and coming through
when we least expect it,” Aguilar
said, referring to the rose tattoo
and noting that he was born on
Nov.2, when Day of the Dead is
celebrated.
Last November, Aguilar,
an educational specialist for
UTB/TSC’s Division of Student

Affairs and a graduate student
in the College of Education,
gave a presentation on the
tattoos of people who live in
the Rio Grande Valley at the
13th annual Curriculum and
Pedagogy Conference in New
Orleans.
“I’m still in the beginning
stages,” Aguilar said, referring
to his research on tattoos.
“I’ve submitted my work to
be published there in the
Curriculum
and
Pedagogy
publication but it still needs to
be peer reviewed and looked
over first.”
He said a 2004 study
revealed 24 percent of the U.S.
population claims to have at
least one tattoo, and that there
are more tattooed people than
blond people.
Aguilar said tattoos “should
be interpreted as a form of
artwork that represents people’s
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Members of the Dingbat Productions student organization
include (front row, from left) Secretary Amelie García,
Nancy Singlaterry and President Ivette Ugalde. Middle
row: Salman Al-Dmour, Jorge Luis Gonzalez, Leslie Olvera,
Brianda C. Martinez, Kattie Guerrero and Alejandra Euresti.
Back row: Diego Castilleja, Tony Gonzalez and Liliana Lopez.

Name: Dingbat Productions
Established: 2008
Purpose: To promote cultural awareness in
the theater arts and encourage students to
participate in the performing arts.
President: Ivette Ugalde
Vice President: Josh Machado
Secretary: Amelie García
Production Manager: John Kenneth Froozan
Adviser: Communication Professor William
Strong
Treasurer: Jorge Luis Gonzalez
Community Service: MLK Day of Service,
Catwalk for Cancer and Walk for Women.
Meetings: 4 to 5:15 p.m. Wednesdays on the
second floor of the Student Union.
Membership requirements: Must have at
least a 2.0 grade-point average and be in good
standing with the university.
Dues: $ 5 per semester
For more information: call Ugalde at 5177712 or e-mail ivette.ugalde102@utb.edu
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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histories, their lives and their
dreams—[and that can] define
who that person is.”
“So, I believe that we should
be talking about it in the
classroom,” he said.
He said tattoos are not only
a way of “jamming against that
forced culture, the way society
wants us to be, but also kind of
defining who we are.”
Aguilar is gathering images of
tattoos from across the Valley
and the themes he sees in them
are culture, religion, Aztec,
Brownsville pride and cholos,
plus mainstream movie and
video game cultures, such as
vampires and Batman.
He said another study has
found that people with tattoos
are more willing to take risks.
“So, can we use this to say that
maybe those are the people that
are going to raise their hand
more in classes, because they’re

willing to take more risks?”
Aguilar said. “Or, are they going
to be detrimental to society—a
lot negative stigmas come with
people who are tattooed.”
Asked what he loves about
tattoos, Aguilar replied: “Being
used to my pale skin for 32
years of my life, I’ve become
numb to how blank this canvas
is and then when I add all these
beautiful colors to it, it makes
my skin interesting again.”
Aguilar has conducted his
research by going to different
tattoo shops in the Valley and
interviewing tattoo artists about
their designs.
Although tattoos are not
going to be the topic of his
doctoral dissertation, with the
help of Assistant Professor
Laura Jewett in the Department
of Teaching, Learning and
Innovation, Aguilar was able to

See INK, Page 8
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From the profs’ palettes
Faculty art exhibit set Feb. 19
By Cori Aiken
The Collegian

Professor Carlos G. Gómez’s “Ten Dollars”

The faculty members of UTB/TSC’s Visual Arts
Department are more than just instructors, they
are artists, too.
The Faculty Art Show, scheduled to open Feb.
19 in the Gallery at Rusteberg Hall, is an exhibit
showcasing the work of four instructors: Professor
and interim chair Carlos G. Gómez and Lecturers
Angel Cabrales, Stephen Hawks and David Ransom.
The instructors are practicing artists who have
shown their work across the country and world.
Gómez has shown his work in Austin, Houston,
Chicago and countries such as India and Taiwan.
Cabrales has shown work in Dallas, El Paso,
Phoenix and New York. Hawks has displayed art in
Gainesville and Tallahassee, Fla.; Santa Fe, N.M.;
and Atlanta. Ransom’s work has been viewed from
Austin to New York City.
Cabrales believes it is important for faculty

members to display their work on campus because
“students need to really see what it is their
professors are capable of outside of the studio.”
He draws inspiration from a variety of people,
from political activists to his parents and students.
His pieces “take a satirical look of the GOP’s views
on the Latino invasion,” he said.
The show will have an assortment of paintings,
sculptures and drawings.
Gallery Director Alejandro Macias, a 2008 art
graduate of UTB/TSC, said he “looked up to his
professors on how to improve his craft,” and thinks
students will find inspiration as well.
Macias found guidance in Gómez and felt his
work improved as an artist because of him.
“He taught me how to paint, and I was greatly
influenced by his use of color,” he said of Gómez.
The exhibit will open with a reception at 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 and continues until March 15. Admission is
$1; semester passes are $3.
Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday. For
more information, call 882-7097.

Who is your secret crush?
“Hilary Duff. I think
she is really pretty.
I don’t like her
music, but she is
really pretty.”
Enrique Cortez
Emergency
medical science
sophomore

--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Stacy G. Found

Horoscopes

				

Héctor’s fault;
‘heIt’sjustnotwrites
what the planets tell him.’

By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN

Aries (March 21-April 19)-When it
comes to friendships and relationships,
be prepared to take the initiative this
week. Wash your hands at least six
times a day or you will risk getting sick.
Your defenses are down Aries, don’t
let the germs get to you. If you haven’t
already, set an exercise regime and
your body will thank you. It wouldn’t
hurt you to lose a few pounds.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)-You
haven’t been feeling your best. Take a
stroll or go jogging a couple of times a
week to give your circulatory system
a much-needed workout. You’ve been
building up tension and this will be the
best way to get your mind off of those
things and into a healthier state. An
important financial transaction will
come your way; be alert or you will
miss it.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)-Be
prepared to meet someone exotic this
week, but you must look for him or
her. Listen carefully to what people
tell you because that will give you clues
about what the rest of the week holds
for you. Try your luck and buy a lottery
ticket and enter as many drawings as

possible because luck is stuck to you
like a shadow.
Cancer (June 22-July 22)-Change
your routine, Cancer, and add
excitement to your life if anything for
this week. There are people in your life
you haven’t spoken to in a while; it’s
time to see how they are doing. You’ve
been saving money for some time; it’s
time for your to have some fun.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)-Pull out those
fashion magazines, Leo. This week you
should dress your best because those
interested in you will be paying extra
attention to what you do. Be sure to
study, study, study. Your grades depend
on it and also your future. Watch out
for too much sugar and simply eat it
sparingly. Avoid juices and sodas.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)-Your
worked hard last week and are now
reaping what you sowed. Exams, essays
and other assignments are obstacles
you are completing with success.
Keep up the good work. Increase your
intake of fruits and vegetables and
toss the chips and candy in the trash.
Remember, you are what you eat.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)-Time
never stops, Libra. Learn to balance
your work and other activities wisely.

See HOROSCOPES, Page 8

“I’m in love with Drake. I love him because I love his voice, his music and I
know every single song he has ever written. I went to his concert in Austin;
he sang to me. Well, what I mean is that he [mentioned] my row. He
said row GIC4, so it was me, I was there. He sang to me; you know, we
connected.”
Barbara Garza
Education freshman

“I’m in love with Ryan Gosling
because he has a sexy beard. He has
a really nice body. He’s a great actor
and I feel me and him would have
beautiful babies.”
Tonie Soto
General studies freshman

Mitos, Conjuros y alabanzas
Now: The Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 660 Ringgold
St., hosts the exhibit “Mitos, Conjuros y Alabanzas,” by
Mexican artist Adelia Sayeg, through April 5. Admission is
$5. On Wednesdays, admission is free after 5 p.m. For more
information, call 542-0941.
Artopia 2013
Feb. 25: The deadline to submit artwork for Artopia 2013 is 5
p.m. Feb. 25 in Student Union 1.20. For more information, call
the Office of Student Affairs at 882-5033.
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán
Feb. 27: UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán will celebrate
its 25th anniversary with a performance featuring students and
alumni at 7 p.m. in the Arts Center. For tickets ($4 to $8), call
882-8290 or contact Health and Human Performance Chair
Zelma Mata at zelma.mata@utb.edu.
‘Mexica III’ Exhibit
“MEXICA III,” an exhibit of paintings by artist and Galeria 409
owner Mark Clark, continues through April at the ITEC Center,
301 Mexico Blvd. Admission is free. The exhibit is hosted by the
Consulate of Mexico in Brownsville. For more information,
call 542-2051.
‘Externalidades’ exhibit
“Externalidades,” an exhibit of paintings on Mexico’s drug
violence by artist Humberto Ramirez, continues through Feb.
15 in the Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. Admission is $1. For more
information, call 882-7097.
--Compiled by Cori Aiken
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SGA

Continued from Page 3

Juárez, who served as president
of Mexico for five terms in the
1800s. The contest will take
place in March.
The contest, which is open
to all students, is traditionally
held in Mexico. Juan De Rios
Flores, senator for the School of
Business, said the contestants
will receive a random topic on
Mexico’s history and be judged
on a speech they will create over

TAX

Continued from Page 3
to 5 p.m. Monday, Thursday and
Friday and from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday. On
Saturdays, the site will be open
from 9 a.m. to noon until April
15. Call 882-4108 to schedule an
appointment.
Daniel Yarritu, an outreach
coordinator for the Office of
Financial Assistance, said students
and community members can also
receive help or learn how to fill
out a tax return in the Tandy Hall
lobby.
“We have some volunteers from
United Way that are trained to
assist students to do their taxes,”
Yarritu said. “They are the ones
conducting the workshop.”
He said it is crucial that students
file their tax returns so that they
can apply for financial aid in time
to receive their money for school
next semester,” he said.
Although the priority deadline
for financial aid is March 1, Yarritu
said students should apply before
that day to guarantee funds.
UTB/TSC has partnered with
United Way of Southern Cameron

a short time period.
The Spanish Club is working
on the details of the event,
Flores said.
SGA Vice President of
Administration Karla Lozoya
said she would like to form
a committee to help with the
event and have a member of
the Spanish Club attend an SGA
meeting to present details of the
event.
In other business, the SGA
amended the agenda to include
the appointment of Juan

Rodriguez, a junior government
major, as a senator for the
College of Liberal Arts.
Rodriguez said that he aspires
to attend law school and is an
active member of the ROTC.
He has wanted to join the SGA
since his freshman year but had
to work first on his GPA. He
said he will bring his writing,
research and public speaking
skills to the SGA.
The next meeting of the
SGA will take place at 8:15 a.m.
Tuesday in Student Union 2.16.

County for the last couple of years,
Yarritu said.
“They have been very kind
to offer their services for free
to the university students and
community,” he said.
The workshop does not require
appointments and takes walk-ins
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Thursday until March 14.
Yarritu said the workshop has
on average eight to 10 students
per day. Last year, 300 students
and community members received
help with their returns.
Letty Buitron, coordinator for
My Free Taxes, was one of the
volunteers helping students in
Tandy Hall. Buitron, who has been
volunteering during tax season at
UTB/TSC for four years, said My
Free Taxes helps the public learn
how to do their own tax returns,
instead of paying someone else up
to $80 to complete the return for
them.
“It also helps the students do
their FAFSA faster,” she said.
Junior nursing major Manuela
Hernandez was among the
students at Tandy Hall who
received help with her tax return.
“It’s very convenient, fast and

free,” Hernandez said. “You don’t
have to pay other people and you
do it yourself. You see you are
entering the right amounts.”
This is the second time
Hernandez has come to UTB/TSC
for help.
Accounting
junior
Tanya
Thirlwall was among the student
volunteers at the VITA site in
ITECC. Thirlwall, a first-time
volunteer, will be helping at the
ITECC site for 10 to 15 hours a
week.
“I decided this would be a good
idea,” she said. “Going into the
accounting field, you need to know
about taxes.”
Thirlwall said her five clients
were very pleased and eager to
know more about their taxes.
“I love it, I like working with
people. I like helping people out, so
it’s a great opportunity to be here.
It’s been very fulfilling,” she said.
Visit irs.gov or contact Maggie
Solis or Pat Celaya, assistant
master technical instructors in
the Applied Business Technology
Department, for information on
how to be certified to volunteer
with VITA.

INK

Continued from Page 6

pick tattoos as his interest of
study.
Aguilar’s dissertation will
be on educational technology,
under the guidance of Associate
Professor
Rene
Corbeil,
also from the Department
of Teaching, Learning and
Innovation.
“What I realized is I’ll have
to do both, but not do my
dissertation in tattoos but just
have it as an interest of study
and just study that on the side,”
he said. “I would love to do

HOROSCOPES

Continued from Page 7

You are excited about upcoming
plans.
Be
prepared
for
unexpected surprises to come
to light. Don’t forget to leave
the house with an extra dose of
optimism—your best quality.
Scorpio
(Oct.
23-Nov.
21)-February will be one of your
most successful months this
year, so use the days wisely. Sit
down and plan out a checklist of
tasks to complete and do your
best to follow it. While it may
seem like a hassle at first, the
results will have an impact the
rest of the year. Your love life
will be incredible as well-- even
better than a roller-coaster.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21)-Stay away from home and
maybe take a trip. If you’re
busy, stay at school as much as
possible and take advantage of
studying. Financial issues that
were catching up to you seem to
be resolving themselves. Don’t
overuse your credit card or you
will regret it.

tattoos as a full-time doctoral
dissertation idea and go from
there but I think at this point,
it makes more sense to do
my educational technologies
specialization in curriculum
and instruction and then keep
doing research on tattoos on the
side.”
A native of El Paso, Aguilar
and his wife lived in New Mexico
for eight years before moving
to Brownsville. He attended
New Mexico State University,
where he earned a bachelor’s
in elementary education and a
master’s in teaching English to
speakers of other languages.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan
19)-Forgiveness is a word that
weighs tons on your shoulders.
Don’t expect the person you’ve
offended to take the initiative.
You will feel much better when
it’s done. An unexpected job
situation will arise. Your hard
work is what sets you apart from
the rest and your supervisors
have noticed that.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)You would think this would be
an excellent month, think again.
Don’t be a Negative Nancy
but take things with caution,
especially when it comes to love.
Put your credit card in a safe
or you’ll be drowning in debt.
Your health, on the other hand,
seems to improve with time.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)If you have been feeling a bit
under the weather it’s time to
take the elderberry syrup out
of the cabinet. This natural
remedy will reinvigorate you to
continue with your daily work.
This coming weekend will be
one to remember. Be prepared
for the time of your life.

Announcements
Study Abroad

Today: The Office of Global
Engagement
will
present
information about the Study
Abroad Program from 7 to
8 p.m. in the Casa Bella student
housing complex. For more
information, call 882-7092.
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday: Bishop Daniel
Flores of the Catholic Diocese
of Brownsville will celebrate
Ash Wednesday Mass at noon in
the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
An hour before the mass, the
bishop will hear confessions. For
more information, e-mail Catholic
Campus
Ministry
President
David García at davidgarcia51@
hotmail.com.
Dating Game
Wednesday: The Office of
Residential Life will host a
dating game from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Casa Bella Clubhouse.
The game will be followed by a
Cupcake Walk from 8:30-9:30
p.m.
Cupid’s Corner
Thursday:
The
Campus
Activities Board and the Office
of Student Life will host Cupid’s
Corner on Valentine’s Day from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Student
Union’s La Sala. The event will
feature a chocolate fountain, mock
wedding chapel and games such
as “Do You Know Who You’re

Dating?” Music will be performed
by Desi Valentine. Admission is
free. For more information, call
Student Life at 882-5111.
Career Success’
Thursday:
The
Student
Success Center will sponsor a
workshop titled “Finding Your
Career Passion: Recipes for
Career Success” from 12:15 to
1:15 p.m. in Cardenas Hall North
116. For more information, call
882-8292.
Free Tax Return Filing
Myfreetaxes.com will be filing
tax returns for free for UTB/TSC
students from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Thursday. The service is
sponsored by United Way of
Southern Cameron County
and UT-Brownsville.
Science and Engineering
Fair
Friday-Saturday: Volunteers
and judges are needed for the
53rd annual Rio Grande
Valley
Regional
Science
and Engineering Fair on the
UTB/TSC campus. Volunteers
are needed to set up projects,
guide visitors and make sure
participation
paperwork
is
complete. To volunteer, contact
Liza M. Dimas, special projects
coordinator in the Office of the
Provost and the Division of
Academic Affairs, at 882-6588 or
e-mail her at liza.dimas@utb.edu.

To help judge, contact Gustavo
Valencia,
clinical
assistant
professor for the UTeach Program,
at gustavo.valencia@utb.edu.
PWS Scholarship
Professional
Women
Speak at UTB/TSC is accepting
applications until Friday for a
$500 scholarship. Applicants must
be female U.S. citizens or resident
aliens who are juniors, seniors or
graduate students, have completed
at least three semester credit
hours and have a 3.0 grade-point
average or higher. Applications
are available in room 230 of the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
Library. For more information,
call Professional Women Speak
President Olga Garcia at 8827015.
Volunteers Needed
Saturday: Resaca de la Palma
State Park is seeking volunteers
to help with activities for the
Pedal the Park event from 8
a.m. to noon. Volunteers will assist
with registration and guide tours.
For more information, call Healthy
Communities of Brownsville
Executive Director Rose Timmer
at 882-5067.
Poetry Slam
Feb. 27: The Office of Student
Life will host a Poetry Slam
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Student
Union veranda. The event will
feature Odd?Rod, an author,

entertainer and poet. Admission
is free. The first 15 students to sign
up will have the chance to win cash
prizes of $100, $50 and $25. For
more information, call 882-5111.
Alternative Spring Break
The
Center
for
Civic
Engagement, the Office of
Student Life and the City
of Brownsville Parks and
Recreation
Department
are organizing an Alternative
Spring Break for students,
faculty and staff to serve the
Buena Vida neighborhood and
surrounding neighborhoods from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 11 to
13 at the Brownsville Parks and
Recreation Department. Activities
will include health screenings,
fitness activities, arts and crafts and
education about the environment
and health. Volunteers are asked
to sign up by the end of February.
For more information, call center
Administrative Assistant Estela
Martinez at 882-4300.
Blood Drive
March 20: Student Health
Services and United Blood
Services will conduct a blood
drive from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
Cardenas Hall South 117. For
more information, call Student
Health Services Secretary Beverly
Estrada at 882-7643.

Weight Management
Program

Student Health Services
will offer a Health, Weight
Management and Stress
Reduction program for female
UTB/TSC students and employees.
The program consists of 12 onehour classes, including yoga, tai
chi, nutrition and fitness, over a
period of six weeks. The maximum
number of participants per class
is 10. Participants must complete
the classes, undergo a physical
assessment, complete an eating
habit questionnaire and keep a
journal. For more information, call
Student Health Services Secretary
Beverly Estrada at 882-7643.
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services
invites
UTB/TSC
students
who are mothers to participate
in the Busy Moms Support
Group from noon to 1 p.m. every
Thursday in Cortez Hall 237 until
May 17. The purpose of the group
is to educate mothers in parenting
skills, child development, mental
health issues, learning processes,
health and safety for children and
wellness and health for mothers.
This Thursday’s topic will be
“Healthy Relationships: How to
Building One and Keep It Going.”
For more information, call 8823896.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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Athlete

Week
of the

Name: Christian “Cat” Lira
Classification: Senior
Major: Exercise Science
Sport: Golf
Hometown: Corpus Christi
Who is your favorite
athlete? “Chipper Jones.
He’s just been so loyal to
the Atlanta Braves. He’s
such a good baseball player
and he’s handsome as well.”
Jones, of Pierson, Fla., was
a third baseman who played
his entire 19-year career
for the Braves. He won the
1999 National League Most
Valuable Player award.
Who is your role model?
“I’d say Serena Williams.
She’s a great female athlete,
role model and she holds
herself very high and I respect
her game.” Williams, a native
of Saginaw, Mich., has won
the Wimbledon singles title

five times and garnered the gold
medal in singles and doubles
competition in the 2012 London
Olympics.
What do you like to do for
fun? “Anything outdoors, I love
the outdoors; biking, running,
baseball--I love baseball.”
When did you begin playing
golf and why did you start
playing? “I started in middle
school and my dad convinced
me to try out for the golf team
and the rest is history.” Lira
attended Corpus Christi’s South
Park Middle School.
Did you play in high school
and did you get any awards?
“I won two-time district
champion.” Lira attended
Moody High School.
What is your favorite
movie? “Hands down, ‘Forrest
Gump.’ It’s funny and it’s
historical. It goes with the
historical events in that era and
he’s Forrest Gump.”
What are your goals for
this season? “To achieve my
career best and I already did
that last semester, so I would
say maintain that score and just
have a successful season.” Lira’s
career best was 80.
Is there a song that gets
your head in the game?
‘“Fireproof’ by Pillar.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Hoop

Sophomore kinesiology
major Victor de la Cruz
runs across the REK
Center basketball
court last Wednesday,
representing the Black
Mambas, as senior history
major Elvis Delgado,
playing for the Hustlaz,
defends during Campus
Recreation’s Intramural
5-on-5 Basketball coed game. The Hustlaz
destroyed the Black
Mambas 60 to 36.

action

Junior business major Michael Perez
reaches for the ball as he competes
against sophomore business major
Luis Esteve during the semifinals of
Campus Recreation’s Racquetball
Tournament Feb.1 in the Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center.
Perez won 11-1, 11-4 in the final
round against Oscar Alvarez in the
Men’s Competitive Division. In the
Women’s Division, Tiffany Hernandez
(11-1, 11-5) beat Stephany Guajardo;
in the Men’s Recreational Division,
Juan Esteve (11-7, 11-5) defeated
Ciro Gonzalez; and in the Coed
Doubles, Tiffany Hernandez and
Juan Esteve (11-4, 11-5) triumphed
over Stephany Guajardo and Ciro
Gonzalez, according to Campus
Recreation Intramural/Club Sports
Coordinator Raul Cano.

t
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A champion
of character
UTB/TSC junior outside
hitter Danica Markovic
has received the
National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics’
2013 Dr. LeRoy
Walker Champions
of Character Award.
The award is one of
several recognitions
the volleyball player has
received.
Courtesy Photo

Soccer
coach
honored
Courtesy Photo

UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Coach Nikola Barjaktarevic has been recognized
with the 2013 Red River Athletic Conference’s Coach of Character Award.
The women’s soccer team made UTB/TSC history by reaching the Elite 8 of
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics last November.
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Oliveira: Necesitamos una ‘súper mayoría’ de votos
11 de febrero de 2013
the collegian

Se espera una audiencia próxima para el proyecto de ley de la nueva universidad del Valle
Por Marlane Rodríguez
The Collegian

Los proyectos de ley idénticos que fueron
presentados a la Cámara de Representantes
y al Senado de Texas en busca de la creación
de una nueva institución de la Universidad de
Texas en el Valle del Río Bravo, necesitan una
“súper mayoría” de ambos organismos para ser
aprobadas, dijo un legislador del Valle.
El proyecto de ley 1000 de la Cámara y el
proyecto de ley 25 del Senado, presentados el 4
de febrero, autorizarían a la junta directiva del
Sistema UT a abolir la Universidad de Texas y la
Universidad Panamericana de Texas para crear
una universidad con campus en los condados
de Cameron e Hidalgo, un centro académico en
el Condado de Starr y una facultad de medicina,
cuya locación sería determinada por un comité
nombrado por los directivos.
“La presentación del proyecto de ley de hoy
es el primer paso para crear una universidad de
investigación de primer nivel del Valle y la única
universidad de investigación del Sistema UT con
una facultad de medicina integrada en el campus”,
dijo el senador Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville)
durante una conferencia de prensa en Austin
el 4 de febrero. “Con el apoyo del Sistema UT
y el acceso al dinero del Fondo Universitario
Permanente, esta nueva universidad incluirá
tecnología de vanguardia y la habilidad de atraer
profesorado de primera clase”.
Lucio dijo que si la legislación es aprobada,
el Valle del Río Bravo estará encaminado a
convertirse en un centro global multinacional de
educación, medicina e industria.
En una entrevista con The Collegian el
pasado jueves, el representante René Oliveira
(D-Brownsville) dijo que la aprobación de los

BILL

Continued from Page 5
modification, but now the bills are identical,
and that’s the way we intend to pass them.”
If the measure is passed, it goes to Gov. Rick
Perry for his signature.
“Since we appear to have the governor’s full
support, I would hope we would have a very big
signing ceremony,” Oliveira said.
During the Feb. 4 news conference, UT

LAND

Continued from Page 1

The land will be given to the UT System
if it decides to keep the UTB campus in the
downtown area.
“This is in line with trying to keep the
university, which is an economic engine
for the city,” Martinez said during the
meeting. “It’s also probably in the interest
of TSC as well as the community in the
downtown area. Should the university
decide that they are not going to locate in
the downtown area, then, of course, this
would void the donation.”
The UT System board of regents

SMOKING

Continued from Page 1

feet away from any door, operable window
or ventilation system.
Smoking is also prohibited “in outdoor
seating or serving areas of restaurants
and within 20 feet thereof,” the ordinance
states.
“It also states that if you do have a patio
that does extend over the 20 feet [and] if
there is people there in the area that are
eating, drinking, etc., then they would have
to be even 20 feet away from those people,”
Garcia said.

ley 1000 de la Cámara, él contestó: “Esperamos
tener una audiencia pronto, ya sea al final de
este mes o a inicios del próximo, después irá a la
Cámara y de ahí al Senado”.
Oliveira dijo que si el Senado da su
aprobación primero, “regresa a nosotros y de ahí
continuaremos”.
“Nuestra meta es que se apruebe en los
siguientes 60 días y, por supuesto, como sabes
con la Legislatura, con el corto tiempo que
tenemos, es difícil decir cuándo va a suceder”,
dijo él. “El proyecto de ley fue remitido al

son idénticos, dijo Oliveira.
“Por supuesto, podrían sufrir enmiendas o
cambios en el camino”, dijo él. “Las cosas que
no hemos previsto podrían requerir enmienda
o modificación, pero ahora los proyectos de ley
son idénticos y es así como queremos que se
aprueben”.
Si la medida es aprobada, se emitirá al
gobernador Rick Perry para que la firme.
“Como al parecer tenemos todo el apoyo del
gobernador, esperaría que tuviéramos una gran
ceremonia de firma”, dijo Oliveira.

Durante la conferencia de prensa, el Canciller
del Sistema UT Francisco Cigarroa, dijo: “Esto no
se trata de nosotros, se trata de proveer realmente
a los niños del sur de Texas y a los niños de Texas
de mejores oportunidades para alcanzar todo
su potencial y para mejorar la calidad de vida a
través de una mejor salud”.
Los proyectos de ley indican que la nueva
universidad podrá ser parte del subsidio que
se menciona en la fracción 18 del artículo VII
de la Constitución de Texas, al igual que otras
instituciones del Sistema de la Universidad de
Texas.
Si los proyectos de ley no reciben los votos
necesarios para llevarse a cabo inmediatamente,
la medida tomará efecto el 1o de septiembre de
2013.
Los proyectos de ley también mencionan
el establecimiento de un Centro para el
Emprendimiento Fronterizo y Económico y una
Academia de Matemáticas y Ciencia de Texas en
la universidad “para ofrecerle a los estudiantes de
penúltimo y último año de preparatoria dotados
y con motivación, un plan de estudios a nivel
universitario más desafiante que permita que
los alumnos cumplan con los requisitos de la
graduación de preparatoria mientras acumulan
créditos asistiendo a una institución pública de
educación superior”.
Asimismo, los proyectos de ley estipulan
que “un estudiante inscrito en la Universidad
Panamericana de Texas o en la Universidad
de Texas en Brownsville en el momento de la
abolición de estas instituciones tiene el derecho
de admisión a la universidad creada por esta acta
y la junta deberá tomar las acciones necesarias
para facilitar la admisión y una apropiada
transferencia de créditos”, de acuerdo a los
proyectos de ley.

System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa said:
“This is not about us, it’s about really providing
the children of South Texas and the children of
Texas greater opportunities to reach their full
potential, and then also to really improve the
quality of life through better health.”
The bills state that the new university
would be entitled to participate in the funding
provided by Section 18, Article VII, of the Texas
Constitution, to the same extent as similar
component institutions of the University of

Texas System.
If the bills do not receive the vote necessary
for immediate effect, the measure would take
effect Sept. 1, 2013.
The bills also call for the establishment of a
Center for Border and Economic Enterprise
and a Texas Academy of Mathematics
and Science at the university “to provide
academically gifted and highly motivated
junior and senior high school students with
a challenging university-level curriculum

that allows students to complete high school
graduation requirements, while attending for
academic credit a public institution of higher
education.”
The bills also states that “a student admitted
to or enrolled at UT-Pan American or UTBrownsville” on the date of abolition is entitled
to admission to the university created by this
Act, and the board shall take actions necessary
to facilitate that admission and the appropriate
transfer of credits.”

is reviewing site proposals for UTBrownsville and is expected to select one
next month.
District 2 Commissioner Jessica
Tetreau-Kalifa abstained from the vote,
explaining after the meeting that she felt
it would be a conflict of interest because
she plans to go back to college.
The commission’s action comes amid
the dissolution of the partnership between
UTB and Texas Southmost College, which
is expected to become final in 2015, and
a proposal by University of Texas System
Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa to merge
UT-Brownsville and the University of
Texas-Pan American, as well as build a

medical school in the Rio Grande Valley.
On Feb. 4, Senate Bill 24 and House Bill
1000 were filed in the Texas Legislature
seeking the merger.
Since the official separation between
UT-Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College will take place in 2015, the UT
System needs to look for locations to
establish the new campus.
In other matters Aviation Director
Larry A. Brown informed the commission
that there will be a flight change at
the Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport starting at 7 a.m.
Thursday.
“There will be an early morning

departure--by American Eagle Airlines-flying directly from Brownsville to
[Dallas/Fort
Worth
International
Airport],” Brown said.
According to Brown, the flight change
is designed to help accommodate an early
morning market.
“A person can fly from Brownsville to
Dallas, connect with the Dallas bank of
flights, get anywhere in the world. … If
you have business to do in Dallas, it will
give you the opportunity to fly up to Dallas
and return the same day,” Brown said.
Brown said the purpose of this flight
change is to compete with other airlines
such as Southwest Airlines.

Some restaurant and bar owners are
against the new ordinance.
“I don’t agree with it at all,” said Erick
Ptacnik, a manager at Philly’s Americana
Cheesesteaks, located at 2155 N. Expy.
Ptacnik believes it’s OK not allowing
smoking inside the restaurant, but when
the city also prohibited smoking on the
outside deck, he said it will affect a lot of
businesses in Brownsville.
For those who are not in compliance
with the new ordinance, Eraquio Garcia, an
interim supervisor for the city’s Ordinance
Enforcement Office, said that it will be up
to the city’s municipal judges to determine

fine amounts or penalties.
“In the beginning, what we’re going to be
doing is educating the public,” Garcia said.
“What we mean by that is we’re going to be
giving a lot of warnings and when we see
people smoking we’re going to ask them
to please of course, [stop] smoking. In
the future, let’s say he or she is a repeated
offender, that’s going to be our discretion
to see if we’re going to enforce it by other
means. … That would be a citation.”
He said this ordinance is similar to the
plastic-bag ban, with the idea of educating
people. The plastic bag ban went into effect
in January 2011.

The Fire, Police, Health and Building
Departments will also be involved in
the enforcement of the new ordinance,
especially after hours, Garcia said.
Some students are not aware of the new
smoking ordinance but are glad the city
passed it.
Sophomore nursing major Juan Galvan
believes the ordinance is good for people
like him, who don’t smoke.
“I don’t like being close to people that are
smoking,” Galvan said.
Other students asked whether the
ordinance prohibits electronic cigarettes.
It does not, Roberto Garcia said.

proyectos de ley requiere dos tercios de los votos.
“El mayor problema sigue siendo conseguir dos
tercios de los votos”, dijo Oliveira. “Necesitamos
una súper mayoría de los miembros de la Cámara
y del Senado para que se apruebe”.
Se le preguntó sobre el estado del proyecto de

Comité de Educación Superior de la Cámara de
Representantes y el presidente [Representante
Dan Branch] está comprometido con este que es
su primer proyecto de ley. Así de importante es
esto y él es mi coautor”.
El proyecto de ley de la Cámara y el del Senado

Rick Saldivar/Collegian
La comisionada general “A” Estela Chávez-Vásquez, la comisionada del Distrito 2 Jessica TetreauKalifa (izquierda) y la comisionada del Distrito 3 Melissa Zamora consideran la propuesta del
alcalde Tony Martínez sobre donar terreno al Sistema de la Universidad de Texas si se decidiera
a construir el nuevo campus de UT-Brownsville en el centro. La comisión votó a favor de la
propuesta la noche del martes pasado.
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